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From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas 

February 2019—Issue 6 
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Below is an editorial I wrote that was published in the January 12th edition of the Columbus Telegram.  If 

you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by phone at (402) 564-8518 or by email at 

aplas@lakeview.esu7.org.   

The legislative session has begun, which means another year of public schools having to defend 

themselves against things like continued budget cuts, property taxes levied, ranking of schools, test scores, 

and a myriad of other standard political hotbed topics.  Unfortunately, over the last several years, schools 

have gone from places that were seen as an investment in our society to places that now must fight to re-

mind political activists that they are here to educate our future.  Public schools are now forced to constant-

ly show our politicians that education is not a place to skimp, but a place that should be grown to improve 

our society long term.  Public schools must also tell our story that we are not what we were years ago, but 

places with changing student demographics, increased regulations, and additional educational focuses includ-

ing career development, early childhood education, special education, physical education, and mental health. 

Although this task of reminding people about the value of a good education can seem daunting, the 

one thing I know about educators is that they will work tirelessly to help educate and teach state senators 

and lobbyist all the great things that public education is doing for our children and communities.  There will 

no doubt be some that try to hack and slash public education’s credibility throughout the session, but we 

will continue to pour our heart and souls into the children that will make up our next generation.  During 

this onslaught, public education will continue to find ways to do more with less because we want to model 

the same grit and resiliency we try to teach the children.  In addition, public education will continue to scru-

tinize our expenses to ensure we are using tax dollars wisely for what we perceive as the best educational 

return. We do this not because of legislative pressure, but because we care about the development of kids 

and are governed by hardworking locally elected officials.  

I am not certain when public education became a place that needed to be constantly defending its 

craft, but that is the current political climate.  Public education serves almost 87% of all children in the state 

of Nebraska and, in my opinion, the money that is being spent is a great use of our dollars.  It is a way for 

us not only to support and educate our youth, but it is an investment in our communities, our workforce, 

and our society.  These discussions on education always remind me of a quote by Ben Franklin that states, 

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” 

mailto:aplas@lakeview.esu7.org
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We have a eighth grader as our Artist of the Month! Regan Kroll is enrolled in Junior 

High Arts. Her parents are Heather and Jared Kroll. Students used their creativity to 

turn the letters of their name into something new. This is what she said when asked 

about her art work, "I did what I did and it happened." 

 

Congratulations to Erik Bello-Solis for being se-
lected as a December  Stu-

dent of the Month!  Erik was selected because 
he has a good attitude, is always positive and 

works hard in class! Great job Erik!  

Congratulations to Kevin Dominguez for being        
selected as a December Student of the Month! Kevin 
was selected because he is a hard worker who puts 
forth the extra effort to succeed. He is responsible 

and makes sure that he is on top of his                    
academics. Way to go Kevin!  
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Notes from the Vocal Music Department 

 

 

Congratulations to the following vocal music students who auditioned for and were selected to sing in the 

following honor choirs. 
 

Doane University Festival Choir 

Jessica Sand 

Isaac Aguilera 

 

Northwest Missouri State Four-State Honor Choir 

Maggie French 

 

University of Nebraska Kearney 

Honor Choir 

Emily Cunningham 

Festival Choir 

Kaycee Grotelueschen 

Julee Jaixen 

Maggie French 

Jessica Sand 

Kassidy Soulliere 

Halla Paschold 

Lucien Engel 

Isaac Aguilera 

Andrew Herley 

Alex Lesiak 

Women’s Choir 

Ella Meyer 

Maddingly Splittgerber 

 

Hastings Honor Choir 

Emily Cunningham 

Maggie French 

Julee Jaixen 

Olivia Engel 

Halla Paschold 

Kassidy Soulliere 

Maddingly Splittgerber 

Isaac Aguilera 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

January 14, 2019 – Boone Central Choral Clinic – Concert at 5:30 p.m. 

Concert Choir & Viking Voices 

 

March 16, 2019 – Viking Voices Dinner Concert 
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Congratulations Josie Bentz! 

 
Josie Bentz is an 8th Grader at Lakeview, she was awarded Lions Club Junior High Student of the Month on     

December 17th, 2018.  Josie is an 8th Grader who displays outstanding character and academic achievements 

both in school and the many activities she participates in.  Josie was nominated for the award by her teachers 

who shared that she works hard in all of her coursework.  She is very involved in athletics and Student           

Council.  Josie's teachers said that she has outstanding character and goes above and beyond in all that she 

does.  She is   always kind and helpful to others.  Josie's teachers stated that she tackles obstacles with a      

positive attitude and smile! 

SENIOR PICTURES DUE NOW! 
It’s time to submit senior pictures for the 2018-2019 yearbook! Please submit headshots to Mrs. Schatz at 
kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. Specifications for submission are below. If we do not receive a picture for your senior stu-
dent by February 1, 2019, we will use the headshot taken for school  pictures. These pictures will be used for the year-
book, for the senior slide show, and for the         Columbus Telegram. 

Senior Photo Submission Requirements: 

 CD or email the image to be used (kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org) 

 JPG Format 

 Cropped vertically 

 No special effects (soft focus, b/w, sepia, etc...) 

 Submission due by February 1, 2019 

Snowball Winter Formal Coronation Held Jan 5, 2019 

-Mrs. Jill Krienke, Senior Class Sponsor 

Congratulations to our Snowball Royalty who were crowned at the winter formal dance held on 

Saturday, January 5, 2019 at the Lakeview gymnasium. The event was hosted by the Senior 

Class of 2019. Queen and King were Makenna Klug and Cameron Drozd, while runners-up 

were Julee Jaixen and Boston Barcel. Junior class attendants were Emily Stevenson and Ethan 

Goldfish Vinson, sophomore class attendants were Reese Janssen and Logan Jaixen, and the 

freshmen class attendants were Macy Stock and Adam Van Cleave. Homecoming royalty Kelli 

Schoch and Kaylob Kobza crowned the winners for the Snowball coronation. Thank you to all 

the students who came out and danced the evening away—and to the senior class members who 

were in charge of decorating and clean-up. 

mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
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Lakeview FFA  

January 2019 

 

 

 

 

Brookestone Acres Community Service 

At the December chapter meeting members decorated Christmas cards for residents of Brookestone 

Acres. In addition later that week members could bring in homemade cookies to be delivered to the em-

ployees of Brookestone. Several chapter members delivered these cookies and cards in order to spread a 

little bit of holiday cheer. 
 

 

 

State Degree and Proficiency Applications 

Eligible chapter members have been hard at work these past few weeks perfecting their State Degrees (9) 

and Proficiency applications (8). Through this members learn valuable life skills and become efficient at 

filling out applications. These applications will be submitted to district and state review committees and 

judged respectively. 
 

 

 

January Community Service 

The Lakeview FFA Chapter is showing their appreciation for the Platte County Extension office by sur-

prising the extension staff with breakfast goodies on January 22nd. 
 

 

 

Valentine’s Day Floral Arrangements 

The Lakeview FFA Chapter will be offering affordable Valentine’s day flowers and arrangments this 

year. Please visit the Viking Blooms Facebook page or contact Mrs. Chmelka for more information! 
 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

January 17th- Chapter Meeting 

January 22nd- Chapter Community Service Project 

January 24th- District Livestock Judging @ Northeast Community College 

January 25-26- Nebraska State FFA Alumni Conference 
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The Shell Creek Student Council 

members organized a Food Drive to 

support the Columbus Food Pantry.  

Shell Creek Elementary surpassed 

their goal of 572 by donating 700 

food items!  Thanks for everyone’s 

support and generosity, it is greatly 

appreciated! 
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The 6th-8th grades spent their first days of the new semester out of the class-

room.  The students were able to enjoy some beautiful weather for their field 

trip this year.  On Thursday, the students left school and traveled to the SAC 

museum, where they were able to see some very old, unique, and interesting air-

craft.  Then they traveled to the Union Pacific Museum where they learned 

about the Transcontinental Railroad and were able to use primary sources to 

create a model of their own exhibit.  On Friday, the students took in the 

Durham Museum’s exhibit of Thomas Mangelsen’s Photography and explored the 

rest of the museum.  Finally, the trip ended with a skiing trip to Mt. Crescent.  

It was a great adventure! 
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Greetings from the staff and students of St. John’s Lutheran School 

 

Our first semester chapel offering was given to Rev. Anthony and Jamie    

Diliberto as they serve as missionaries in Puerto Rico.  Anthony and Jamie 

write, “Please pray as we reach out with the team to the people of Puerto 

Rico with the Good News of the Gospel, we would ‘resolve to know    

nothing but Christ and Him crucified for the free forgiveness of our sins’ (1    

Corinthians 2:2).  Please pray for the mission work and church planting in 

Puerto Rico.  May every single human care activity we’re involved with point 

people to Christ, whose death on the cross was the ultimate manifestation 

of God’s mercy for all humankind.”  We were able to give them $627 for 

their ministry.   

 

National Lutheran Schools Week is to celebrate all the Lutheran schools  

nationwide.  This year our theme is “Real Present God”, focusing on Psalm 

46.  We are looking forward to the events that will happen during this      

exciting week, January 28 to February 1.  On Monday we will get to see an 

Illusionist, where we will join students from Immanuel Lutheran and Christ 

Lutheran.  On Friday we travel to Christ Lutheran for a concert.  All week 

long we will have dress up days where we are to participate in a fun dress 

up day! 

 

We look forward in participating in the National Geography Bee!  Students 

are practicing their skills! 

 

We are excited for the Basketball Season that has begun.  Our season with 

Christ Lutheran has 7 Boys and 7 Girls on our teams!  We have games with 

other Lutheran Schools in the area.  Our season will end with the Seward  

C-Club Tournament the last weekend in February. 

 

Share God’s Love! 
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COLUMBUS – Lakeview Community Schools 

What:  Kindergarten Registration for the 2019-20 School Year 

When:  Friday, February 15, 2018 * 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Where: Lakeview High School – 3744 83rd Street * Columbus, NE 68601 

 

Please bring your child’s state certified birth certificate (no copies, must have raised 

seal), immunization records, and two forms of proof of residency.  Your child does not 

need to be present to register.   

If you have a student who will be able to register for Kindergarten or know someone in 
the District who does, please call so we can add your child to our mailing list for Kinder-
garten Round Up.  

 
Lakeview Community Schools * 402-564-8518 

Platte Center Elementary School * 402-246-3465 
Shell Creek Elementary School * 402-564-8008 

 

Please call Lakeview Community Schools at 564-8518 if you have any questions or 

need additional information. 

State law requires a child to have reached his or her fifth (5th) birthday on or be-

fore July 31st of the current year. 

Booster Club Clothing is always available. Call Crystal Klug at 402-910-1289 to set 

up a time to shop for your Lakeview gear! 

19-20 Kindergarten Roundup is scheduled for  Friday- April 26, 2019 

Shell Creek Elementary School  *8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Platte Center Elementary School  *1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
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